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The Seal of Saint Xavier University

From its earliest design honoring the Blessed Virgin  

Mary to the Coat of Arms seal of today, the seal  

of Saint Xavier University symbolizes a proud history  

of Catholic education in Chicago.

Designed by Art Department faculty member  

Sister Mary Solina Hicks, R.S.M., this seal includes a black-and-white 

checkerboard and diagonal gold bars from  

the family coat of arms of Saint Francis Xavier,  

red and gold bars and a white Jerusalem cross taken from  

the shield of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas,  

an open book to represent education and the Scripture verse:  

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” (John 14:6)

Saint Xavier University continues to use this seal  

as a symbol of its heritage and mission.



Congratulations, Graduates!

On behalf of the Saint Xavier University community, we are incredibly proud of each 

of you.  You had many choices for your education, and we are honored you chose Saint 

Xavier as the place to learn, grow, and discover your purpose.

Commencement is a significant milestone. Please take the time to celebrate your 

achievements and reflect upon the experiences and relationships that have shaped 

you.  Today also marks a new beginning, and we are confident that the knowledge 

you gained at Saint Xavier has prepared you to lead with purpose and compassion in 

service of the common good, as called for by our Mercy mission.

We encourage you to remain connected as new members of the Saint Xavier alumni 

community.  Your involvement will make Saint Xavier better for generations to come.

We extend our best wishes as you embark on the next exciting chapter of your story.

Sincerely,

Keith Elder, Ph.D., MPH, MPA

President

“We can never say ‘it is enough.’”

Catherine McAuley, Familiar Instructions



Mission Statement
Saint Xavier University, a Catholic institution inspired by the heritage of the Sisters of Mercy, educates 
persons to search for truth, to think critically, to communicate effectively, and to serve wisely and 
compassionately in support of human dignity and the common good.

University Vision
Saint Xavier University, the affordable, Catholic Mercy institution, will become known for the strength of 
its relevant curricular and co-curricular offerings; accomplishments of its faculty, staff and students; robust 
community engagement; and the success of its graduates.

Core Values
The Saint Xavier University community commits itself to practicing eight core values as it engages in a 
search for truth and knowledge, both for personal enhancement and to understand and improve our world.

RESPECT	 		
moves us to understand the gifts and unique 
contributions of every person in the University 
community and to value diverse perspectives.

EXCELLENCE			
commits us to challenge ourselves to utilize our 
God-given gifts: intellectual, social, physical, 
spiritual and ethical.

COMPASSION 		
compels us to stand with and embrace others in 
their suffering that, together, we may experience 
God’s liberating and healing presence.

SERVICE 			 
calls us to use our gifts, talents and abilities 
to advance the genuine well-being of our 
community and those we encounter.

HOSPITALITY 		
draws us to do our daily work with a spirit of 
graciousness that welcomes new ideas and 
people of all backgrounds and beliefs.

INTEGRITY 	 			 
gives us the ability to realize the greater good in 
our actions and programs and challenges us to look 
at our work and ourselves holistically and as one 
united with others across the globe.

DIVERSITY 	 		
builds a community that fosters a climate that 
is open and welcoming to diverse people, ideas 
and perspectives; that promotes a constructive 
discourse on the nature of diversity; and that 
engages faculty, staff and students in activities that 
promote the University’s core values.

LEARNING FOR LIFE		
in the liberal arts tradition, encourages us to pursue 
knowledge and truth throughout our lives in ways 
that improve our communities and ourselves and 
that strengthen our understanding of each other.

The Ceremonial Mace
Saint Xavier University introduced a ceremonial mace to the commencement procession in January 2004. 
The mace is an ornamental staff that has historically symbolized academic authority and adds to the 
pageantry of the ceremony. The Saint Xavier University mace consists of a carved walnut staff adorned 
with the Saint Xavier seal, cast in bronze, and is ushered in by a faculty member serving as the grand 
marshal of the procession. The mace is displayed in the University’s Robert and Mary Rita Murphy Stump 
Library.



Academic Dress
“The formal academic regalia being worn today had their origins in the clerical costumes of medieval 
Europe and have evolved into a great variety of patterns and styles. Late in the last century, the 
American colleges and universities agreed to standardize their regalia; however, there is now a movement 
to return to individual designs for each institution.

The gown worn by those holding or receiving the bachelor’s degree is plain black with pointed sleeves. The 
master’s gown was characterized by a unique, long, closed sleeve with a slit at the elbow, through which 
the arm protruded; this peculiarity is now being replaced by a sleeve more like that of the bachelor’s. The 
doctoral gown has very full bell sleeves and is trimmed with velvet in panels down the front and in strips 
across the sleeves. This trim may be either black or in a color that denotes the particular type of doctorate – 
royal blue for the Ph.D., green for the M.D. and various others.

The familiar mortarboard cap bears only a faint resemblance to its close relative, the clerical biretta. 
Some institutions now specify a soft cap somewhat like a tam o’shanter. The bachelors decorate the cap 
with a tassel in black or the color indicative of the degree. Masters wear black tassels; the doctors wear 
either black or metallic gold.

Most symbolic and informative of the regalia is the hood, which is no longer raised over the head but is 
hung down the back, just as a cleric wore it when baring the head in church. The bachelor’s hood is three 
feet long, the master’s is three-and-one-half feet, and the doctor’s is four feet long with a rectangular panel, 
which once served as a shoulder cap when the hood was raised. A curious short tail at the peak of the 
hood is all that now remains of a long strip, which was wrapped around the throat as a scarf. All of the 
hoods have a velvet border in the color of the degree according to the same system used for the trim of the 
doctoral gown.

In the Middle Ages, academic hoods were lined with miniver, lamb’s wool or rabbit fur – a necessity in 
unheated schools and churches. By the 14th century, professors wore silk-lined hoods in summer; satin is 
now used to line the hoods. The colors and patterns of the satin lining of the hood identify the college or 
university conferring the degree.”

Richard C. Pilger, Jr., Marshal Emeritus, Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, Indiana.  
Used with permission.

Arts, Letters, Humanities	 White
Business, Accounting	 Light Brown
Education	 Light Blue
Fine Arts	 Brown
Music	 Pink
Nursing	 Apricot

Philosophy	 Dark Blue
Public Health	 Salmon Pink
Science	 Golden Yellow
Social Work	 Citron
Speech	 Gold
Theology, Religious Studies	 Scarlet

The following is a list of common academic colors:



Graduation Honors
Due to grade reporting and program printing deadlines, graduation honors are not listed in the 
commencement booklet. However, graduation honors are announced with the students’ names 
as the diploma is awarded.

To be eligible for graduation honors, students must have completed at least 50 graded semester 
hours at Saint Xavier University and earned a cumulative grade-point average of:

 	 3.50 for Cum Laude (with honors, white Honor Cords)

 	 3.70 for Magna Cum Laude (with high honors, silver Honor Cords)

 	 3.90 for Summa Cum Laude (with highest honors, gold Honor Cords)

The cumulative GPA is based exclusively on credits earned at Saint Xavier University and is 
the higher of (a) the GPA for all credits earned at Saint Xavier University or (b) the last 50 
hours earned prior to graduation. If the student reaches and exceeds 50 hours in a term, then 
all courses earned that term are counted in the GPA for the “last 50 hours.” The student is not 
allowed to pick the courses to equal exactly 50 hours. Graduation honors are recognized for 
undergraduate degrees only. 

Honors announced during the commencement ceremonies are anticipated honors based upon 
grades posted to the student record, excluding the current active semester. The honors posted on 
the transcript, as part of the student’s official record, are based upon grades earned through the 
final semester. The posted honors may differ from the announced honors.

“Honors Scholar” denotes a student who has completed all requirements of the Saint Xavier 
University Undergraduate Honors Program, including senior-year research or creative project. 



Tasha Henderson, CPA, CGMA, chair of Saint Xavier University’s Board 
of Trustees, is a highly experienced financial expert and strategic leader, 
currently serving as the chief financial officer (CFO) and chief operating 
officer (COO) of MJE-Loop Capital Partners, LLC dba JLC Infrastructure, 
where she leads financial management inclusive of audit, tax and financial 
reporting, administration, investor relations, and day-to-day operations. 
She was involved with the launch of the organization and also serves as the 
corporate secretary and is a member of JLC’s valuation committee. 
 

With over 30 years of experience working in financial service corporations, asset managers, and 
nonprofits, Henderson boasts a strong foundation in finance and accounting and brings a wealth 
of expertise to her roles. Henderson began her career as an auditor with KMPG, LLP. Previously, 
Henderson was the CFO and corporate secretary of Loop Capital LLC and its affiliates. Her 
commitment to excellence and strategic vision has been a driving force in her impressive career 
trajectory from startup environments to managing complex global businesses.

Henderson has extensive experience in governance and strategic financial management. She has 
served on various boards, including as corporate fiduciary board director and audit committee chair 
for Hearken, Inc, and board director and membership committee chair of the Chicago Finance 
Exchange, an invite-only association of top Chicago women in finance. As board chair at SXU, she 
significantly contributes to the institution's governance and financial priorities and, since joining the 
Board of 2015,  previously chaired SXU’s Sustainable Financial Model Committee and Governance 
Committee. She began her Board service on the Audit and Finance Committees. 

Henderson has a bachelor’s degree in accounting from Hampton University and holds both a 
Certified Public Accountant designation and a Chartered Global Management Accountant 
designation. She is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, the Illinois 
Certified Public Accountants Society, and the National Association of Black Accountants. 

Nursing, Health Sciences and Business
Commencement Speaker 

Tasha Henderson, Chair of the Board of Trustees 



Nursing, Health Sciences and Business Ceremony

A Special Request to All Guests
To assure that today’s ceremony is a joyous occasion for all present, we respectfully request that guests silence cell phones and remain 

seated during the entire ceremony unless otherwise noted. As student names are called, please refrain from shouting, whistling or making 
other noise. At the end of  the ceremony, please remain seated until all graduates have exited the building. Thank you.

Musical Prelude	 Saint Xavier University Commercial Ensemble
Fish ’n’ Chips

Shawn Salmon, D.A.
Director of Jazz and Commercial Music

Processional	 “Pomp and Circumstance”
 	 by Edward Elgar

Order of Procession
Marshal							      Karen M. Wood, DNSc, RN, CCRN
						      President, Faculty Senate
					     Associate Professor, School of Nursing

Master of Ceremonies	 	 Brian Hotzfield ’99, ’10, MBA
Vice President, Enrollment

	
Faculty
Staff
President’s Senior Leadership Team
Deans
Members of the Board of Trustees
Commencement Speaker
Provost

Procession of Graduates	 		  “Pomp and Circumstance”
 	 by Edward Elgar

Welcome	 					     Brian Hotzfield ’99, ’10, MBA
Vice President, Enrollment

Invocation					     Jenny DeVivo ’99, Ph.D.
							       Vice President, Mission and Heritage

The Suscipe of Catherine McAuley	 The University Chamber Singers
Sr. Dolores Nieratke, R.S.M. 	 	 Thomas McNichols ’05, M.M., Conductor
arr. Thomas McNichols 						     Director of Choral Activities

The National Anthem (please stand)	 The University Chamber Singers
The Star-Spangled Banner 		 Thomas McNichols ’05, M.M., Conductor 
arr. James McKelvy 	 Words by Francis Scott Key
				  



May 9, 2026

Provostʼs Address	 	 Caress Dean, Ph.D.

Commencement Address		 Tasha Henderson
Chair of the Board of Trustees

Presentation of Candidates	

Graham School of Management		  Indranil K. Ghosh, Ph.D.
Professor and Director, Graham School of Management 

School of Nursing 	 Charlene Bermele, DNP, MSN 
Health Sciences	  Dean, School of Nursing and Health Sciences

 

Announcer of Recipients			   Rola Othman, Ed.D. 
Director, Information Technology  

Benediction	 Charles R. Newman, B.Arch.
	 Vice Chair, Board of Trustees

Closing Remarks				    Brian Hotzfield ’99, ’10, MBA
Vice President, Enrollment

Recessional	 		  “Grand March” from Aïda,
Giuseppe Verdi

arr. Leonard Bernstein
	  

Refreshments				    SXU Diner Atrium/O’Malley Quad
							       Warde Academic Center

A Special Invitation
You are invited for refreshments immediately following the ceremony to celebrate our graduates. Follow the signs directing 
you to SXU ’s historic 49th Streeth Gateway Arch through the Smith-Morris Quad and into the Warde Academic Center.  

Along the way, you will find many photo opportunities for students and families..



*Honors Scholar

Graham School of Management 
Indranil K. Ghosh, Ph.D., Director

Bachelor of Business 
Administration

Malek M. Abdulrahman
Johnny L. Agnew
Luke Earl Albert
Raneen I. Ali
Max Archbold
Alexander Arellano-Galvan
Aleks Arrambide
Ashton Lee Atwater
Osvaldo Ballesteros Jr.
Wiktoria Barnas
Jackson Robert Beach
Estefanie Becerra
Victoria Bermudez
Rohindeep S. Bhattal
Gannon J. Burns
Julia Oliwia Byrdak
Julieta Campos
Heriberto Cancinos
Ryan Michael Cantway
Edward Frank Canty Jr.
Christian Phillip Cardenas
Daisy Giselle Carrillo
Sofia Ceja
Nicholas Cerna
Jocelyn F. Cervantes
Lisandra Cervantes
Avery Jaspar Chick
Celia Marie Chudzik
Richard F. Cinkus
Emma Rose Clark
Jacqueline Sheila Coates
Cristina Cordova
Michelle Coronado
Yarithza Coronel-Maravilla
Julian Cortez
Dylan K. Cox
Jaden Daniel Crespo
Linda D. Croft

Niobi E. Cunningham
Marcin A. Czaja
Dominic John D'Ambrosio
Kaitlyn Maryann Dapkus
Daniel Jovan Diaz
Aaliyah M. Donegan
Jordan Lucas Dozier
Brian F. Dykstra
Daniel A. Dziadkowiec
Michael C. Egbulefu
Pablo Escalante
Angel M. Escobedo
Daniel Esguerra
Angela Estrada
Luis Angel Favela
Jacob Timothy Fenton
Rafael Flores
Juan R. Garcia
Roxana Garcia-Garcia
Anthony Garnica Soto
Susana Patricia Gasinski
Braxton L. Geller
Tara Rose Glynn
Francisco Javier Gomez
Jessica J. Gonzalez
Robert Benjamin Habetler
Suzanna Harbut
Cameron Palmer Hatcher
Samantha Marie Hovey
Erwin Ulisses Hylton
Angelica Jablonski
Lidia Wiktoria Jablonski
Julia Jachym
Benito V. Jass
Jennifer Lyn Jensen
Jesus Juarez
Michael James Jurgilas
Syed Hamza Khalid
Damian J. Kiernia
Kathryn Louise Kina
Stephany Selena King

Michael Edward Knox
Andrew John Kopinski
Daniel Raymond LaBonte
Tyler Joseph Lange
Justin L. Laws
Julian Osvaldo Leaños 
Tyreese T. Lee
Jonathan Emmanuel Luvianos
Matthew Makowski
Claudio Manuel
Alyssa N. Marchan
Trent M. Markezich
Ryan Robert Markmann
Kyle J. Markvart
Isaac R. Martin
Andrew Martinez*
Josue Martinez
Yuna F. Mathieu
Olivia Tiana Mathis
Abril Andrea Matias
Kevin L. McDonald
Ryan K. McFadden
William P. McGee
Connor McGrath
Lizbeth J. Medel
Erika Medina-Cano
Juan Carlos Mendez
Sebastian Mendez
Solesdin Miranda
Steven Monroy
Emanuel Moreno
Samantha Marie Muth
Jeffery Eric Newberry Jr.
Zuleima N. Nolasco
Alondra Nunez
Reyna G. Nunez
Ikechukwu Jordan Nwaobi
Riley Stephen O’Boyle
Jezabel Ocampo
Ulysses G. Ocana
Mallory Noel O'Connor



Graham School of Management 
(continued)

Leslie Ortega
Malak Nidal Othman
Andrea Padilla
Arturo S. Padilla
Guadalupe Padilla
Emmanuel Patino
Aylin Perez
Grethel Perez
Jailin Perez
Marisleysis Perez
Santiago Perez
Penny Lane Malig-On 

Pettersen
Minhchau Pham
Van Y Thi Phan
Jayden S. Phillips
Thomas Michael Plizga
Nicholas Reno Carli-Pociask
Edwar Estephano Ponce de 

Leon Navarro
Zuzanna Radecki
Kathleen I. Reidy
Alejandro Roa
Jezreel Amani Rodriguez
Johnairys Jada Rodriguez
Maria Candela Ruiz Perez
Jeanette Sahagun
Andres Salgado
Rodolfo Sanchez Jr.
Zahid Sanchez
Genesis Santillan
Robert T. Satterwhite
Noah S. Scott
Zachary William Seeber
Armend Shabani
Derryl C. Shelton
Yovani Silva
Luke Jerret Snedden
Erin M. Speaker*
Athena Mia Speck
Samantha J. Stachon

Savannah Grace Stevens
Amanda Valencia
Jonathan A. Vales
Monce Vazquez
Angel M. Velazquez
Heidi Venegas
Jacolby L. Washington
Jalen L. Washington
Destini Ariel Watson
Ryenn C. Willers
Amiyah D. Williams
James Mekhi Wilson
Adriana M. Witkus
Julissa Zambrano
Celeste Zamora-Rosales
Samantha M. Zapata
Pauline Zolkiewicz
Donna M. Zubek

Master of Business 
Administration

Manuel Baeza Jr.
Sean Patrick Donald Brady
Jonathan D. Brody
Chyna L. Brown
Raysson Buckner, Jr.
Yvette Castillo
Michael Patrick Flier
Stephany Gaeta
Gilbert Gallarzo
Jason Daniel Ganser
Raymond J. Haran
Michael Matthew Infelise
Bridget Kenzinger
Carter Douglas Kopp
Madison A. Kuziela
Carlos-Ronaldo López
Erin T. McLaughlin
James Scott Mitchell
Izla L. Olson

Brian Piejko
Joseph Francisco Raices
Sofia Monique Rios
Ray Rodriguez
Michelle T. Sasala
Sofia Starr Serrano
Alexandra L. Shreve
Daius T. Smith
Taylor J. Steig
Miya M. Travis
Angelo S. Vela
Breeanna Villalpando
Nicholas J. Vittori
Maggie Warrington
Alisa Del Socorro Williams
Tiana Yvonne Williams
Patrick Williamson
Sarah Christine Witas
Rachel Zuppa

  *Honors Scholar



School of Nursing and Health Sciences 
Charlene Bermele, DNP, MSN, Dean

Bachelor of Arts
Isabella P. Adamczyk
Rayan Fakhri Ajjaj
Jenna I. Al-Sheikh
Jennifer Andrade
Melissa Armas
Samira Bocanegra
Ryan L. Butler
Ethan H. Camacho
Saul Camacho
Carly N. Cardinal
Cielo Idali Cruz
Shimaia K. Dandridge
Daijah M. Faust
Rocelin Hernandez
Jarrett C. Kenyon
Marisa Mercado
Tamam S. Motan
Alessandra Padilla
Tiana Nikole Penn
Osvaldo Ramirez
Brianna Robinson
Melani Robles
Dannia Yasmin Ruiz
Emilia Sarat
Claudia Anna Serafin
Vaughn A. Smith
Jordyn Mariah Solares
Jeremiah D. Swanigan
Cassandra G. Sweis
Frederick L. Ward III
Joshua F. Zubrzycki

Bachelor of Science
Jaedan R. Aguilera
Omar Aparicio
Maria Alejandra Cano
Natalie Ariana Cleto
Ryan R. Conrad
Carolina Isabel Cosme 

González

Carson T. Dekock
Fatima Duran
Francisco Jesus Espinoza
Izaih Frutos
Jaidn Emily Green
Nicole Grochola
Azenneth Hernandez
Neydi Hernandez
David A. Leonard
Hope Ann Lewis
Ezekiel N. Little
Katie M. Lotti
Riley Alan Lundgren
Brayden M. MacIejewski
Samuel James Moser
Samuel Edward Orlowski
Aaron Orzech
Mia Janae Padilla
Nicolas S. Piegari
Fatima C. Rendon-Bedolla
Alejandra Rodriguez
Kevin A. Rodriguez
Julian M. Rosenbach
Magdalena Sroka
Eden Frances Suda
Christopher Nathaniel 

Swayne Jr.
Cassandra G. Sweis
Deyonce Zurrill Taylor
Michael R. Tieri
Orlando Richard Torres
Aniya C. Travis
Carter K. Wynn
Justin Alan Yeazell
Daniel K. Zarebczan
Jose Antonio Zavala Tinoco Jr.

Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing

Omar Abuelhija
Jenin N. Abuobeid
Emma R. Ahern

Demiah A. Alexander
Yusur H. Aljobory
Anastasia Alvarez
Victoria Anuoluwapo 

Atobatele
Dulce Guadalupe Baez
Itzel Barrera
Nadine Barrera
Brooke E. Becker
Romina Benitez
Jakayla R. Blockmon*
Dania Bouraoui
Trupti N. Brahmbhatt
Brenna M. Burke-Andres
Ken Alwyn Viray Cabral
Kayla S. Calvin
Sarah A. Cantu
Anya D. Carter
Vincent M. Clinite
Shannon P. Cornfield
Alyssa Saeed Dababneh
Tatum J. Dancy
Samantha Marie Davidson
Richard O. DeJesus
Ryanen M. Deweese
Marlene Duarte
Luisa James DuMaurier
Andrea Micaela Flores
Carlos Flores
Jacquelyn B. Frausto
Rylee Ann Gallagher
Jessica A. Gallegos
Fatima Garcia
Jasmine Garcia
Yiselle Isabel Garcia
Veronika Graca
Robert A. Heidegger
Maria B. Herrera
Emilia M. Hughes
Hailey S. Isaac
Anita Janiszewski
Kaitlin E. Jaycox

  *Honors Scholar



School of Nursing and Health Sciences 
(continued)

Avery Jedry
Victoria A. Kaput
Neringa Keblys
Leila J. Kendall
Norah Jinmei Klinger
Maia Juliana Krutilla
Olivia Kundla
Lukasz J. Kwak
Jordyn Victoria Ledvina
Naydelin Leon
Gabriela Lopez
Iman Raed Mahmoud
Isabella Souhalia Matariyeh
Aileen Matias
Maxwell R. McNamara
Danielle Madison Misner
Monserrat Moreno
Ayah Ahmad Musa
Ahmad I. Naser
Morgan Mary Natanek
Oluwadamilola Ayela Odutayo
Emily Ojeda
Monserrat Orozco
Perla R. Ortiz Mora
John B. Plunkett
Cindy Ramirez
Lizbeth Ramos
Kaitlyn Marie Regan
Raquel Reyes
Moira B. Roach
Hannah L. Robinson
Faith Jessy Rodriguez
Kevin Rodriguez
Jamila C. Rondo
Jose Guadalupe Rufino-

Montes
Nia Amori Russell
Evelyn Salamanca Solis
Susana Salgado
Vanessa Sanchez Vallejo
Anna Elizabeth Sanders

Carley Ella Searls
Alyshea N. Smith
Nicole A. Sobieszczyk
Chantelle Marie Stacy
Savanah Marie Sutton
Shaney Irene Swift
Paige E. Thomas
Aisha A. Tlaib
Gerardo Torres
Jessalyn Marie Torres
Victoria A. Turwon
Jacqueline N. Urbaniak
Odette Vaca
Angelica Beraya Villa Del Rey
Natalia Renee Villarreal
Alexis Joan Warfield
Kayla S. Williams
Madeline G. Zamora
Daisy Zamudio
Emily Zavala
Jonathan Robert Zdebski
Ashley E. Zon

Master of Science
Anna Rose Bakotic
Ava Judith Barclay
Helen Margaret Berdahl-

White
Leah Nicole Boss
Dalen M. Brown
Payton J. Campbell
Yuliana Cervantes
Sophia Josephine Coleman
Lily Darche
Emma Melissa Davies
Cassidy Eden Dehaan
Allison Jane Duffy
Norah Kathleen Duffy
Belicia A. Espinal
Ronald L. Foster
Erin Faith Gilmartin

Leslie Gomez
Sophia Marie Goncher
Itzel Gonzalez Zendejas
Mary Bernadette Horan
Andrea Huerta
Margaret Catherine Hurley
Jocelyn Jacob
Chandler John Kerr
Sophia Kathryn King
Allison Grace Kocher
Kate Ann Koszulinski
Nora Bernadette Lally
Kaeli L. Maas
Faith Anne Mack
Mary Kate Madden
Isabella Magrini
Alma Karina Elizabeth 

Manjarrez
Jane Caroline McGuire
Moira Brigid McGuire
Tara Patricia McMahon
Donna G. Mulchrone
Julia Maria Nalewajko
Emily Ann Novak
Caroline Sophia Nowacki
Zury Ocampo Toledo
Ryann Ogarek
Christiana O. Oladini-James
Christian R. Oviedo
Valeria Padilla
Grace Mae Perry
Jessi Plunkett Jr.
Nora Rose Poole
Isabella Katarzyna Rabianski
Devon K. Richardson
Marissa Sue Riordan
Lizette A. Salinas
Brittany Samars
Emma Shea
Jaime L. Smith
Angelica Sosa



Ashley E. Staszak
Laikin Cree Stella
Madelyn J. Stepuszek
Jessica Michelle Suarez
Isabelle-Marie Valles
Jazmin Venegas
Kaylene Rose Wells
Laura E. Woodard

Master of Science in 
Nursing

Madelyn Rose Baughn
Kayla Noel Belofsky
Erin L. Beugger
Cariann M. Dudley
Heather J. Chavez
Abigail Rose Gonciarczyk
Jose A. Guerrero
Meghan Renee Harrison
Gretchen L. Jager
Lisa Marie LasCola
Alexandria Lopez
Colleen M. McGuire
Emely Monterroso
Meghan M. Phelan

School of Nursing and Health Sciences 
(continued)



Sister Barbara E. Reid, O.P., is a Dominican Sister of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and 
is President Emerita and Carroll Stuhlmueller, CP, Distinguished Professor of New 
Testament Studies at Catholic Theological Union. She holds a Ph.D. in biblical studies 
from The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., a master’s degree 
in religious studies from Aquinas College, and a bachelor’s degree in Spanish from 
Aquinas College. She taught Spanish and religion at St. Mary Cathedral High School 
in Saginaw, Michigan, before pursuing doctoral studies. She has taught at Catholic 
Theological Union since 1988, served as vice president and academic dean from 2009-
2018, and as president from 2021–2025. A highlight during her time as president was 
attending the consistory in September 2023, at which then Bishop Robert Prevost, 

OSA, was made a Cardinal, and then attending his installation Mass as Pope Leo XIV in May 2025.  

Sister Barbara has led many study tours and retreats in the Holy Lands: Israel, the Palestinian Territories, 
Greece, Turkey, and Egypt. She has been privileged to lecture in many countries around the world. She is the 
author of more than a dozen books and numerous articles, including “Parables for Preachers” (three volumes; 
Liturgical Press, 1999-2001), “Taking Up the Cross,” “New Testament Interpretations Through Latina and 
Feminist Eyes” (Fortress, 2007), “Wisdom’s Feast. An Invitation to Feminist Interpretation of the Scriptures” 
(Eerdmans, 2016), “At the Table of Holy Wisdom,” “Global Hungers and Feminist Biblical Interpretation” 
(Paulist, 2023), and the two-volume commentary on the Gospel of Luke that she co-authored with Shelly 
Matthews in the “Wisdom Commentary” series (Liturgical Press, 202), for which she is also general editor. 
She is also one of the general editors of the new “Jerome Biblical Commentary for the Twenty-first Century” 
(Bloomsbury Press, 2022).

For this and other pertinent reasons, we are most pleased to confer on Sister Barbara E. Reid the degree of 
Doctor of Theology, honoris causa, with all right and privileges thereof. Done in Chicago, this ninth day of 
May 2026.

Honorary Degree Recipient
Citation honoring Sister Barbara E. Reid, O.P.

Upon the conferral by Saint Xavier University of the degree Doctor of Theology, honoris causa



College of Liberal Arts and Education, Natural Sciences 
and Computer Science Ceremony

Musical Prelude	 Saint Xavier University Commercial Ensemble
Fish ’n’ Chips

Shawn Salmon, D.A.
Director of Jazz and Commercial Music

Processional	 “Pomp and Circumstance”
 	 by Edward Elgar

Order of Procession
Marshal							      Karen M. Wood, DNSc, RN, CCRN
						      President, Faculty Senate
					     Associate Professor, School of Nursing

Master of Ceremonies	 	 Brian Hotzfield ’99, ’10, MBA
Vice President, Enrollment

	
Faculty
Staff
President’s Senior Leadership Team
Deans
Members of the Board of Trustees
Student Speaker
Honorary Degree Recipient
Provost

Procession of Graduates	 		  “Pomp and Circumstance”
 	 by Edward Elgar

Welcome	 					     Brian Hotzfield ’99, ’10, MBA
Vice President, Enrollment

Invocation					     Jenny DeVivo ’99, Ph.D.
							       Vice President, Mission and Heritage

The Suscipe of Catherine McAuley	 The University Chamber Singers
Sr. Dolores Nieratke, R.S.M. 	 	 Thomas McNichols ’05, M.M., Conductor
arr. Thomas McNichols 						     Director of Choral Activities

The National Anthem (please stand)	 The University Chamber Singers
The Star-Spangled Banner 		 Thomas McNichols ’05, M.M., Conductor 
arr. James McKelvy 	 Words by Francis Scott Key
				  

A Special Request to All Guests
To assure that today’s ceremony is a joyous occasion for all present, we respectfully request that guests silence cell phones and remain 

seated during the entire ceremony unless otherwise noted. As student names are called, please refrain from shouting, whistling or making 
other noise. At the end of  the ceremony, please remain seated until all graduates have exited the building. Thank you.



May 9, 2026

Provostʼs Address	 	 Caress Dean, Ph.D. 
 

Introduction of Honorary Degree Recipient	 Avis Clendenen '72, Ph.D.
Trustee Emeriti

 

Conferral of Honorary Degree	
Sister Barbara E. Reid, O.P. 	 Caress Dean, Ph.D.

Provost 

Student Speaker		  Diego Perez
Computer Science, Class of 2026 

Presentation of Candidates	  

College of Liberal Arts and Education	 Angela Pirlott, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Education

Natural Sciences 	 Charlene Bermele, DNP, MSN 
	  Dean, School of Nursing and Health Sciences

Computer Science		  Indranil K. Ghosh, Ph.D.
Professor and Director, Graham School of Management 

 

Announcer of Recipients			   Rola Othman, Ed.D. 
Director, Information Technology  

Benediction	 Charles R. Newman, B.Arch.
	 Vice Chair, Board of Trustees

Closing Remarks				    Brian Hotzfield ’99, ’10, MBA
Vice President,  Enrollment

Recessional	 		   “Grand March” from Aïda,
Giuseppe Verdi

arr. Leonard Bernstein
	  

Refreshments				    SXU Diner Atrium/O’Malley Quad
							       Warde Academic Center

A Special Invitation
You are invited for refreshments immediately following the ceremony to celebrate our graduates. Follow the signs directing 
you to SXU’s historic 49th Streeth Gateway Arch through the Smith-Morris Quad and into the Warde Academic Center.  

Along the way, you will find many photo opportunities for students and families..



College of Liberal Arts and Education 
Angela Pirlott, Ph.D., Dean

Bachelor of Arts
Jodie M. Abbushi
Waied S. Abdelqader
Dalya Mazen Abdulrahman
Cristal Acosta
Justin Gant Alexander
Aseel Jad Altaher
Dominic A. Amedio
Adrian A. Arellano
Cielo Gloria Armengol
Alexander M. Art
Scott R. Barr
Maria Candelaria Barrera
Monserat Barrera
Kelly D. Barrientos
Elizabeth Becerra
Joshua Zander Bernal
Monserrat Bernardino
Emily M. Bickett
Patricia Anna Blacha
Erin Ohenewah Boateng
Madison C. Bodin
Robert James Bolan
Zemarree Brown
Selena A. Cabrera
Vanessa Cadena
Gabriela Cahue
Analia Marysol Calixto
Lailani N. Camacho
Stephanie Canuto
Matthew K. Carpenter
Joseline Carrillo
Joseph Michael Crowley 
Carter

Kelly J. Castillo
Gabriella Castro
Christina T. Catalano
Michael D. Chamberlain-
Harris

Alexandrea Clarke

Angelena E. Clayton
Kellie Marie Colby
Kevin A. Cole
Emerson McNamara Colins
Mya T. Cooper
David Allan Craig
Erin Margaret Cronin
Vanessa Cruz
Robert J. Davis
Mariah S. Dawson
Daniel Kane De Leon
Esteban De Santiago Jr.
Emily Rozalia Deak
Amaya A. Delgado
Anabel Marie Delgado
Alejandro DeLuna
Alberto Diaz Carrillo
Yasmeen Dick
Michael Angelo Dlouhy
Domenic F. Lupo
Guadalupe A. Dominguez
Daniel K. Eberle
Natalia Escutia Galindo
Daniel E. Farritor
Rubith Nashali Faustino 
Rodriguez

Maximiliano M. Fausto
Maricruz Fernandez
Jimena Figueroa
Aylin Flores
Lily Furlong
Kevin Emmanuel Gallegos
Denise Garcia
Flor Y. Garcia
Elizabeth Christine Gelling
Jesus Arturo Gonzalez
Cordell M. Green
Jennifer Guerrero
Ranya Amjad Hamayel
Sabrine H. Hammad
Wadeeh Hattar

Nicole Elizabeth Hawil
Drake Levi Hayes
Hailey E. Henry
Jacob P. Heredia
Liliana Selene Hernandez
Adam Bradley Hudson
Anais Huerta
Ethan M. Hurtado
Karam Jaber
Christon D. Jackson
Vaughn W. Jackson
Kevin William Jaycox
Juan Carlos Jurado
Daniel James Justic
Nicole Michelle Kulach
Isabella Sophia Lacoco
Trinity Elise Liberty
Emily R. Lindsey
Jocelyne Nichole Lopez
Wendy Lopez
Demare J. Lowe
Bryan M. Lowery
Magdalena Macias
Melanie Mancera
Grant Adam Martin
Trinity F. Martin
Emely E. Martinez
Isabelle Angelina Martinez
Mina B. Maryland
Grace Elizabeth McGregor
Collin McGuire
Talia M. McMullen
Arianna Montenegro
Gabriel A. Morales
Marisol Morales
Benjamin Patrick Morrey
Spencer P. Mosher
Catahjari M.S. Murphy
Jesus Alejandro Navarro 
Martinez

Kaliah Nicole Neighbors

  *Honors Scholar



  *Honors Scholar

College of Liberal Arts and Education 
(continued)

Aydah S. Nofal
Jacob A. Obman
Ryan P. O'Connell
Audrey Lynn O'Connor
Ryan K. O'Farrell
Adedolapo Olakunle 
Ogunleye

James P. O'Sullivan
Caleen S. Padilla
Keilani Padilla
Marlen Pantaleon-Dominguez
Alejandra Perez
Jaime Perez
Joseph David Peter
Jakub Jan Piotrowski
Marquel Rio Porter
Peter Donald Quinn
Brian M. Raica Jr.
Andrea Lupe Ramirez
Zulema Rangel
Jennifer Angela Rebollo 
Miranda

Monae L. Redd
Crystal Rendon Mosso
Athena Maria Reum
Azaria Reynolds
Gianna N. Ring
Vincent Thomas Rio
Ava R. Rivera
Isabela Yadira Rodriguez
Jesus Rodriguez
Manuel A. Rodriguez
Gema J. Rodriguez Espinoza
Leonardo Rodriguez-
Hernandez

Gabriela V. Rosales
Dannia Yasmin Ruiz
Kegan Thaddeus Sakowski
Omar A. Samaniego
Zeina A. Samhan
Avery J. Sanchez

Alvaro E. Saucedo
Baraa Abdallah Sbitan
Ashley Ariel Scott
Hillary V. Shipp
Arlene Silva
Kyndra Yvette Sims
Makayla L. Sims
Estevan M. Garcia Soriano
Rachel E. Tadros
Ghidaa Tareq
Makenzie L. Telstad
Morgan Rene Ulanowski
Matteo Raul Valencia
Damien Richard Valenzuela
Anette Vallejo
Stephany Vallejo
Nicholas A. Vasaitis
Armando Vazquez
Brandon N. Vazquez
Sebastian Mejia Vega
Jenna Marie Velez
Victor Villegas
Kendall J. Walker
Julia Margaret Walko
Chris Daniel Whitener
Madison A. Wilcox
Chloe Grace Withers
Joseph A. Wlodarek
Andrea R. Yukne
Emma Zalud
Jasmine Zavala
Michael L. Zepeda

Bachelor of Science 
Alein Abdelhadi
Ahlam Abdelrahaman Yasin*
Jennifer Baez
Sarah W. Barakat
Nayilea Alize Bejarano
Paris J. Brown

Marissa Marie Burke
Thi Thu Ha Cao
Gabriella Castro
Jessica Cervantes
Janet Cortes Martinez
Cyntia Cortez
Alyssa T. Crenshaw
Deonte James Czubiak
Yarah Mohamed Damra
Daylee Anne Danek
Esmeralda Diaz
Ella M. Dowling
Natalie G. Drez
Moncerat Duran
Micah A. Easter
Yara O. Farhan
Sinead D. Fitzmaurice
Cristian Flores
Marissa Julianna Florez
Paula Gorlo
Nicole Grochola
Lizbeth G. Hernandez
Savannah Marie Holly
Ariel J. Hoskin
Amilia Isais
Sheriden T. Johnson
Mason P. Kibelkis
Sylvia Klejka
Peyton E. Kroll
Samantha H. Labuda
Karen Martinez Leonides
Carolina Mendoza
Hanadi A. Muhammad
Deena M. Musa
Blanca C. Ocotoxtle
Elese M. Olivo
Chaylan G. Palmer
Kayla M. Pena
Rebecca Karina Quezada
Gema J. Rodriguez Espinoza
Luis Ignacio Rosales



  *Honors Scholar

College of Liberal Arts and Education 
(continued)

Hailey Marie Ruehle
Sandra Susana Ruiz
Shahd Safi
Anika Marie Sagle
Alyssa Jasmine Salvador*
Caroline A. Scurek
Yadira Serrano
Alexandra Jacqueline Siensa
Shahed Nader Tamlieh
Kelsey J. Turek
Katelyn M. Ulanowski
Nancy Vargas
Alani Villa
Grace E. Vlasek
Erin Demetri Williams

Master of Arts
Mary Kathryn Bausman
Michelle M. Bogyo
Veronica Cruz Van Jacobs
Alexsandra A. De la Rosa
Marina F. Esparza
Ryan T. Fitzgerald
John R. Ford Jr.
Thomas Patrick McNamara
Sean P. Murphy
Tram Huyen Thuy Nguyen
Alec M. Ogarek
Cindy Alexandra Rangel
Steven Thomas Reddy
Jacqueline Margaret Schofield
Jordyn E. Scotti
Faten Ahmad Shehadeh
Adrian Sojka
Nicolette Maria Visvardis

Master of Arts in 
Teaching

Esperanza Alanis
Gisselle Elena Almazan

Haneen H. Amra
Jelani Anderson
Alexander James Arvia
Michael Neal Baker III
Awatif Bouadil
Shatari L. Bray
Bailey Renee Broniewicz
Nichole Lane Brooks
Jessica Budziak
Mallory Lynn Burke
Sergio Alberto Cardenas
Drew Philip Chavarria
Grace Nancy Chialdikas
Marisa Lynn Choate
April Cole
Nicole Danielle Coleman
Clifton D. Cooper
Jason Cruz
Patricia Karon Dart
Destiny Aunjanae Earl
Jessica Fernandez
Anginetta Forrest
Julia Elizabeth Gilman
Raelesha Denise Gist
Anna Monica Goranski
Alyssa Gutierrez
Leslye Gutierrez
Sharone D. Heard
Kerrie M. Heeney
Cecilia Hernandez
Annabelle Marie Hladik
Jesus Antonio Irigoyen
Matthew Janota
Alanchea Johnson
Karen M. Kash
Elizabeth S. King
Phillip C. Kneeland
Gregory M. Kratochvil
Kayla Kumiega
Madeline M. Lecompte
Dr. Freddie Lesser

Taylor D. Lyman
Miguel Mendez
Maribel Nabor
Brooks Donovan Papendick
Tiffany Marie Parker
Angela M. Price
Haley P. Robinson
Julianne Salmen
Janet Santoyo
Emily O'Connor Larmon
Delaney M. Smith
Joseph F. Smith
Tyler Edmund Smith
Julie M. Smith Vincenti
Brittney Marie Stano
Joseph Patrick Sullivan
Dominique N. Tanchez
Quazi Sheneela Tasneem
Keanu Nicole Taylor
Tara N. Taylor
Peter Douglass Thompson
Juan Manuel Vergara
Melissa Katherine Vincent
Beth A. Voce
Porsche C. Walker
Daniel K. Walton
Enjolique Amberly Chantal 
Wilson

Margaret A. Zagrodzky



  *Honors Scholar

Bachelor of Science
Sabreen A. Absi
Sabreen Naser Abudelea
Adam Aref Abuenab
Sadeen Nasser Abukhadra
Raid Khaled Abukhaled
Malak Albakri
Wafa Aldini
Istabraq A. Almashni
Faviola Alvarez
Joshua Angel Barron-Atiles
Wesam S. Bader
Omar W. Bin Mahram
Bartlomiej Janusz Budz
Daniella Cortez
Karla Covarrubias Serrano
Zaina Mohammad Darabaih
Yanira Deana Paninka
Taylor Alexandria Dubose
Kyla Kenadi Edwards-Upshaw
Ariel L. Ells
Jazmin Espinoza*
Victoria Ferrer
Afnan Omar Fhied
Gillian E. Fry
Areli Garcia
Leslie Godoy
Alexia S. Gonzalez
Amy Gonzalez
Margaret Mesa Hernandez
Hanan K. Heshmeh
Cara L. Hickey
Shrouq Ihmoud
Jamal T. Issaka
Lizbeth Guadalupe Jacobo*
Kennedy R. Johnson
Ahmed M. Judeh
Emma M. Karczewski
Andriana Kilias
Ethan Kinney

Chelsea Kaylene Kline
Gabriele Marija Kulikauskaite
Mataya J. Larner
Alyssa Marie Lempera
Diana Jazmín Lozano
Kassandra Marquez
Avanna Martinez
Emmanuel Martinez
Pablo L. Martinez
Haley Alexis Matlock
Taylor Lindsey McDonald
Hannah Olivia Melka
Jasmin Mendez
Grecia Meza
Nathaniel J. Missey
Leslie Morales
Sheridan F. Morrison
Mercedez E. Olmedo
Ebenezer Olmos
Yajaira Ortiz
Ramiro Jr. Perez
Emily Marie Puentes
Sondos Hatim Rahman
Natalia Yvette Ramos
Joel Dominick Redman 
Chavoyo

Alanna Beatriz Rodriguez
Alexis G. Sanchez
Ashley Schreader
Mariam Magdi Sharawi
Emily Grace Siegert
James Arthur Thompson
Magdalena Tylka
Jasahid Valdez
Andres Manuel Velez 
Cuadrado

Kayeann Onato Ventura
Isaac Vuelvas
Alanah A. Williams
Yohanna Zaragoza
Annette Zavala

Natural Sciences 
Charlene Bermele, DNP, MSN, Dean



  *Honors Scholar

Computer Science 
Indranil K. Ghosh, Ph.D., Director

Bachelor of Arts
Muhammad B. Abukhadra
Angelina R. Alexander
Kevin R. Countryman Jr.
Jesus Leonardo Cruz
Fernando Garcia Jr.
Sean A'donte Harris
Jeremiah Howard
Josiah K. Johnson
Edmundo Lara
Mario Leanos
Charles A. Lott
Patricia Macias
Aaralyn Martinez
Hoda A. Moteb
Julyssa Najera
Daisy Parra
Rafael Ruiz Jr.
Abdullah Salamah
Al-Ameer-Sayf Wajih Tadros
Llyjah L. Thompson
Carlos Villanueva
David Gerardo Villarreal
Stephen J. Walsh
Nathaniel P. Wells
Tomasz Wlodarski

Bachelor of Science
Rami A. Abusamen
Isabella Alatorre Auquilla
Max Eli Alkofer
Nawar M. Almuohi
Maria Emerita Avilez
Micheel Canelo-Trejo
Javier Castillo
Jonathan E. Cosgrove
Fernando Estrada
Victor D. Gandara

Eduardo Garcia
Francisco Garcia Jr.
Magnus H. Gertonson
Jason D. Gonzalez
Michael P. Guzaitis
Anthony Trevvon Howard
Momen I. Jaber
Emilio Jaramillo
Oskar Krzyzak
Evelyn Martinez
Ryan James McCann
Rodrigo Mozo Jr.
Nicholas Bruce Niecikowski
Monica E. Nowak
Marcos Carlos Nunez
Daniel Padilla
Diego Mizael Perez Miranda
Javier Rodriguez
Jovanny Rodriguez
Belen Sahagun Castellanos
Kenia Montserrat Salgado
Arianna Violet Tenorio
Luis Antonio Villagomez
Eric Wright
Charles Frank Zufan



Board of Trustees
Tasha Henderson, CPA, Chair

Charles R. Newman, B.Arch, Vice Chair
Nick Urso '99, BBA, Treasurer
Keith Elder, Ph.D., President

Margaret Deaton, B.S
Patricia Farrell ’95, M.S., MBA

Thomas Hutchinson, B.S.
Kathleen Kinsella, MSHA
Jennifer Norrell '00, Ed.D.

Luis Nuñez, Ph.D.
Candace Ramírez ’02, ’04, ’05, MBA, MACS

Sister Maryanne Stevens, Ph.D.

Life Trustees
Avis Clendenen ’72, Ph.D. (2024)

Sister Lois M. Graver, R.S.M. ’57, M.S. (2007)
John C. McCarthy, MBA (2012)

Patricia A. Morris ’83, Ph.D. (2022)
Timothy G. Trahey ’82, MBA (2019)

Officers of the University Corporation
Keith Elder, Ph.D. 

President



Senior Leadership Team
Keith Elder, Ph.D. 

President 

Caress Dean, Ph.D.
Provost 

Adrian Aldrich, M.Ed. 
Vice President, University Advancement 

Ken Alston, M.A. 
Director, Athletics  

Kathleen Carlson, Ph.D. 
Executive Director, Institutional Research and Special Assistant to the President 

Alison Chandler, Ed.D. 
Assistant Provost, Student Success

Julie Cupp
Director of Financial Planning and Analysis 

Jenny DeVivo ’99, OblSB, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Mission and Heritage 

Angela Durante, Ph.D. 
University Professor, Special Assistant to the President 

Brian Hotzfield ’99, ’10, MBA 
Vice President, Enrollment 

Anne Kuziela
President, Staff Council

Imelda Macías, Ed.D.  
Assistant Vice President, Family and Community Engagement 

Molly Maley Gaik, MBA 
Chief Information Officer, Vice President, Technology

Deb Rapacz, M.S. 
Vice President, Marketing, Communications and Planning

Katy Thompson ’99, ’03, M.A. 
Vice President, Student Life 

Jill Wisch, M.S.
Controller

Karen Wood, DNSc, RN, CCRN 
President, Faculty Senate 



Mercy Heritage
Founder and sponsor of Saint Xavier University, the religious congregation of the Sisters of 
Mercy originated in Dublin, Ireland. Today, more than 6,000 Sisters of Mercy, along with 

Mercy Associates and Companions, serve more than 30 countries on every continent except 
Antarctica. The Sisters of Mercy sponsor 17 colleges and universities in the United States and 

serve more than 34,000 students.

Conference for Mercy Higher Education
The mission of the Conference for Mercy Higher Education is the preservation and development 
of the core Catholic identity and mission of Mercy higher education in accord with the spirit, 
mission and heritage of the Sisters of Mercy. 

Member Institutions
Founded
1846	 Saint Xavier University	 Chicago, Illinois
1853	 Mount Aloysius College	 Cresson, Pennsylvania
1882	 Saint Ambrose University	 Davenport, Iowa
1899	 Mercy College of Health Sciences 	 Des Moines, Iowa
1908	 Georgian Court University	 Lakewood, New Jersey
1912	 Saint Joseph’s College of Maine	 Standish, Maine
1918	 Mercy College of Ohio	 Toledo, Ohio
1923	 College of Saint Mary	 Omaha, Nebraska
1924	 Misericordia University	 Dallas, Pennsylvania
1926	 Mercyhurst University	 Erie, Pennsylvania
1929	 Carlow University	 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
1932	 University of Saint Joseph, Connecticut	 West Hartford, Connecticut
1934	 Salve Regina University	 Newport, Rhode Island
1941	 University of Detroit Mercy	 Detroit, Michigan
1948	 Gwynedd-Mercy College	 Gwynedd Valley, Pennsylvania
1958	 Maria College	 Albany, New York
1958	 Trocaire College	 Buffalo, New York



† Deceased

Presidents of Saint Xavier College/University
1912-1916	 Mother M. Xavier Flanagan, R.S.M. †
1916-1919	 Mother M. de Sales Ryan, R.S.M. †
1919-1925	 Mother M. Sophia Mitchell, R.S.M., Ph.B. †
1925-1928	 Mother M. Cyril McGurn, R.S.M. †
1928-1936	 Mother M. Sophia Mitchell, R.S.M., Ph.B. †
1936-1939	 Mother M. Genevieve Crane, R.S.M., A.B. †
1939-1945	 Mother M. Inez Bogan, R.S.M., Ph.D. †
1945-1960	 Mother M. Huberta McCarthy, R.S.M., M.S. †
1960-1963	 Sister M. Josetta Butler, R.S.M., Ph.D. †
1963-1968	 Sister M. Olivia Barrett, R.S.M., Ph.D. †
1968-1969	 Marvin G. Osborn, Jr., M.A., Interim †
1969-1972	 Harry A. Marmion, Ph.D. †
1972-1982	 Sister M. Irenaeus Chekouras, R.S.M., Ph.D. †
1982-1994	 Ronald O. Champagne, Ph.D.
1994	� Sister Colette Mahoney, R.S.H.M., Ph.D., Interim †
1994-2003	 Richard A. Yanikoski, Ph.D.
2003-2009	 Judith A. Dwyer, Ph.D.
2009-2010	 Angela Durante, Ph.D., Interim
2010-2016	 Christine M. Wiseman, J.D.
2017- 2023	 Laurie M. Joyner, Ph.D.
2023-2024	 Rebecca L. Sherrick, Ph.D., Interim
2024- 	 Keith Elder, Ph.D.



The Suscipe of Mother Mary Catherine McAuley
(1778-1841)

Founder of the Religious Sisters of Mercy (1831)
Declared Venerable by Pope John Paul II (1990) 

My God, I am thine for all eternity; 

teach me to cast my whole self into the arms of Thy Providence 

with the most lively unlimited confidence 

in Thy compassionate, tender pity. 

“Grant, O most Merciful Redeemer, 

that whatever Thou dost ordain or permit 

may always be acceptable to me; 

take from my heart all painful anxiety, 

suffer nothing to afflict me, but sin; 

nothing to delight me, but the hope of coming 

to the possession of Thee, my God, 

in Thy own everlasting Kingdom. Amen.” 
 

The original wording of “The Suscipe” as found
 in Catherine McAuley and the Tradition of Mercy, by Mary C. Sullivan, R.S.M. 

	



Honorary Degree Recipients

1950	 Ms. Mary Amberg
1950	 Ms. Marie Plamondon  
1952	 Ms. Laura B. Corbett
1960	 Honorable Richard J. Daley  
1960	 Mr. Benjamin F. Lindheimer  
1960	 Mr. Charles F. Murphy  
1960 	 Mr. Morgan Murphy  
1961	 Very Reverend John E. Marr, O.P.
1961 	 Mother M. Huberta McCarthy, R.S.M. 
1961	 Mr. Peter M. Shannon  
1961 	 Mr. Thomas J. Walsh  
1961	� Mother M. Regina Cunningham,  

R.S.M.  
1963	 Mrs. Eleanor Daley  
1963	 Dr. Gertrude Engbring  
1965	 Ms. Esther Garrison
1965	 Honorable Edith Green
1965	 Mr. R. Sargent Shriver  
1971	 Mr. Donald O’Toole  
1971	 Mr. Marvin G. Osborn, Jr.
1978	 Mr. Thomas A. Lewis  
1981	 Dr. Edmund D. Pellegrino
1983	 Mr. William B. Graham  
1983	 Most Reverend John R. Roach, D.D.  
1983	 Dr. Rosemary R. Ruether
1984	 Mrs. Gwendolyn Brooks  
1984	 Archbishop Dom Helder Camara  
1984	 Mr. A. N. Pritzker  
1985	 Sister Mary Brian Costello, R.S.M.
1985	 Mr. Arthur Rubloff  
1985	 Mr. Jonathan E. Schell
1986	 Mr. Wallace E. Carroll  
1986	 Ms. Ardis Krainik  
1986	 Sister Sheila Lyne, R.S.M.
1987	 Mrs. Marjorie C. Benton
1987	 Mr. Robert W. Galvin

1987	 Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan  
1988	 Joseph Cardinal Bernardin  
1988	 Ms. Margaret Hillis  
1988	 Mr. Arturo Velasquez  
1989	 Mr. Lester Crown
1989	 Mr. Anthony DeSantis  
1989	 Monsignor John J. Egan  
1989	 Mrs. Maria T. Paschen
1990	 Mr. John F. Cuneo, Jr.
1990	 Dr. Martin E. Marty
1990	 Mrs. Jayne C. Thompson
1991	 Monsignor Ignatius D. McDermott  
1991	 Dr. Donna Shalala
1991	 Mr. Jerrold Wexler  
1992	 Dr. Leon Lederman
1992	 Mr. Andrew J. McKenna
1992	 Ms. Kathy Osterman  
1993	 Ms. Eppie Lederer  
1993	 Mr. Frank W. Luerssen
1993 	 Dr. Garry Wills
1994	 Mr. Frank W. Considine
1994	 Ms. Mary Gordon
1994	 Mr. William A. McIntosh
1995	 Sister Alice Gallin, O.S.U.
1995	 Mr. Michael Novak
1995	 Mr. Martin Ozinga, Jr.  
1996	 Sister Doris Gottemoeller, R.S.M.
1996	 Dr. David Tracy
1997	 Ms. Tracy Chapman
1997	 Dr. Muhammad Yunus
1998	 Mr. Robert E. Hord Sr.  
1998	 Mr. David S. Logan  
1998	 Dr. Elaine M. Schuster
1998	 Mr. Christopher Zorich
1999	 Mr. Bernard L. Downey
1999	 Ms. Mary Houghton



Honorary Degree Recipients
(continued)

1999	 Dr. Janet D. Rowley
1999	 Mr. Brian O. Shannon  
2000	 Mr. Marshall B. Front
2000	 Mr. Arthur R. Velasquez
2001	 Mr. Ramsey Lewis
2001	 Sister Christian Molidor, R.S.M.  
2001	 Reverend John J. Wall
2002	 Mr. John Callaway  
2002	 Mr. Terry G. Hillard
2002	 Mr. James T. Joyce
2002	 Mr. Jack Simmerling
2003	 Mr. Richard E. Terry
2004	 Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
2005	 Ms. Margaret T.G. Burroughs  
2005	 Sister Margaret A. Farley, R.S.M.
2005	 Mr. Norman C. Francis
2006	 Sister Rosemary Connelly, R.S.M. 
2007	 Mr. Warner Saunders
2007	 Mr. Norman R. Bobins
2007	 General Colin L. Powell (Ret.)
2007	 Sister Ana Maria Pineda, R.S.M.
2008	 Mr. James J. O’Connor
2008	 Mr. James J. McDonough
2008	 Mrs. Margaret Corbett Daley  
2008	 Mr. Elie Wiesel
2008	 Sister Sharon Ann Euart, R.S.M.
2009	 Mr. Robert Stump
2009	 Mrs. Mary Rita Stump
2009	 Mr. Richard H. Driehaus
2009	 Sister Mary Aquin O’Neill, R.S.M.
2010	 Mr. Larry R. Rogers Sr.
2010	 Reverend Michael M. Boland

2010	 Dr. Jeanette Rodriguez
2010	 Sister Lois Graver, R.S.M.
2010	 The Honorable Virginia A. Rugai
2011	 Mr. Michael Carroll
2011	 Mr. Donald Paul Hahn
2011	 Mr. Dominic Belmonte
2011	 Most Reverend Moses B. Anderson, S.S.E.  
2011	 Mr. Sidney Finkel
2012	 Sister Marilyn Lacey, R.S.M.
2012	 Dr. Courtney H. Lyder
2012	 Dr. Joseph Parisi 
2013	 Mr. Edward D. Maloney
2013	 Reverend Donald A. Doll, S.J.
2014	 Sister Lillian Murphy, R.S.M.
2015	 Dr. Jason Canner
2015	 Mr. James Reynolds, Jr., M.S.F.
2016	 Mr. George Wendt
2016	 Reverend L. Scott Donahue
2017	 Dr. R. Scott Appleby
2017	 Dr. Carolyn Y. Woo
2018	 Ms. Maudlyne Ihejirika
2018	 Mr. Kenneth W. Lukhard
2019	 The Honorable Terrence A. Duffy
2019	 Most Reverend Gerald F. Kicanas, D.D., Ph.D.
2020	 Mrs. Mary Clare Loftus '65, RN, M.Ed.
2021	 Mr. Timothy G. Trahey '82, MBA
2022	 Kimbriell R. Kelly '97, B.A., M.S.
2022	 Mr. Andrew Holmes
2023	 Sister Anita Baird, DHM
2023	 Sister Karen Schneider, M.D.
2024	 Mr. Geoffrey Baer, M.A. 





. 

  

 
“The simplest and most 
practical lesson I 
know... is to resolve to 
be good today, but 
better tomorrow.”

- Catherine McAuley, 
founder of the Sisters of Mercy,

Saint Xavier University |  3700 W. 103rd Street,  Chicago, IL  60655

CONGRATULATIONS,
GRADUATES!
Welcome to the SXU National Alumni 

Association! No matter where life leads 

you, we hope you will stay in touch and 

remain active with our SXU community. 

From our family to yours, you are always 

welcome home. The first step is staying 

connected and getting involved. Visit 

www.sxu.edu, keyword: Alumni, or email 

alumni@sxu.edu to learn how you can 

continue to stay active with SXU.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL:

SXU Alumni SXU Alumni

written in a letter on Feb. 28, 1841

Alumni Relations



3700 W. 103rd Street  |  Chicago, Illinois 60655

www.sxu.edu


